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With Rule 43 Days Overdue, Congressmembers Higgins, Slaughter, Hochul & Reed Lead
Charge for Action

      

Unrelenting in their push for safer skies for the flying public, Western New York
Congressmembers Louise Slaughter (NY-28), Brian Higgins (NY-27), Kathy Hochul (NY-26)
and Tom Reed (NY-29) are continuing to urge expedient action on the final implementation of
flight safety rules.

  

"The delay is unacceptable," said Higgins. "It is time to cut through the bureaucracy, push aside
politics and do what's right for the American people. Nine hundred and forty-three days have
passed since the heartbreaking crash of Flight 3407 and we can't afford to wait any longer to
make the changes we learned necessary following that day. We need a resolution on flight
safety rules and we need them now."

  

"These reforms are too important for any further delay," said Slaughter. "Here in Western New
York we know the cost of turning a blind eye to flight safety. Reducing pilot fatigue is a priority
for the flying public and needs to be a priority for the federal government. These issues must be
addressed without any more delay."

  

"Every day we go out without implementing safety recommendations that protect our
passengers and the general public is a day that endangers each and every one of our families
and communities," said Congresswoman Hochul. "It's been over 30 months since Continental
Flight 3407 crashed in the heart of my district – that is over 30 months that the families of the
victims have been fighting to implement this common sense legislation that protects each one of
us while we fly. Every moment we continue to hold off on implementing this landmark legislation
only increases the probability of another tragedy resulting from pilot fatigue."

  

"I am pleased to join my colleagues and applaud the families for their efforts in continuing the
push to implement the pilot fatigue rules," commented Reed. "This needs to get done."

  

The Western New York delegation, along with Representatives Jean Schmidt (OH-2) and Steve
Stivers (OH-15), are asking their colleagues to join them on a letter calling on President Obama
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to expeditiously implement rules to combat pilot fatigue. The rules are required by aviation
safety reform legislation passed by Congress last year, and are more than a month overdue the
congressionally mandated deadline.

  

More than 2 years and 7 months have passed since the tragic crash of Flight 3407 in Western
New York on February 12, 2009. The Western New York Delegation stands behind Flight 3407
families who traveled to Washington, DC this week to continue their dedicated advocacy on the
issue.
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